
THE CIRCLE OF CONTRADICTION

THIS COLLABORATIVE PROJECT CENTRES AROUND THE 

AFFORDABILITY OF SUSTAINABLE ENERGY. THROUGH 

EXTENSIVE RESEARCH WE DISCOVERED SEVERAL 

INCONSISTENCIES BETWEEN SUSTAINABLE POLICIES AND 

THEIR ACCESSIBILITY TO THE PUBLIC. WE DEVISED THE 

ôCIRCLE OF CONTRADICTIONõ, AS A TIMELINE OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES AND AGENDAS THROUGHOUT 

BORD NA MONA 'S HISTORY. THE OUTCOME OF THE 

RESEARCH SHOWED THAT SUSTAINABLE ENERGY POLICIES 

CATERED TO THOSE FROM A HIGHER INCOME BRACKET OF 

SOCIETY. 

WE BEGAN TRACKING THE HISTORY OF BORD NA MONAõS 

POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO PUBLIC HOUSING, 

EMPLOYMENT AND COMMUNITY PROJECTS WHICH VEILED 

OVER THE NEGATIVE IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

THE POSTERS WE CREATED SPEAK TO THE HYPOCRISY AND 

LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY FOR CORPORATE 

INTERVENTION ON THE ENVIRONMENT. THEY ARE A 

COMEDIC INTERPRETATION OF THE CONTRADICTIONS 

WITHIN ENVIRONMENTAL

INITIATIVES SUCH AS THE DRASTIC EFFECTS OF WIND 

ENERGY ON THE BOGLANDS AND THE EXTORTIONATE COST 

OF SOLAR

PANELS INSTALLED IN HOMES. 



______________________________________________________________

CIARA IS AN ARTIST AND EDUCATOR BASED IN OFFALY .

GRADUATING FROM LIMERICK SCHOOL OF ART AND DESIGN
WITH AN HONOURS BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN PRINTMAKING

CONTEMPORARY PRACTICE IN 2018. HER WORK IS IN THE LIT

PERMANENT COLLECTION, LIMERICK . CIARA HAS EXHIBITED BOTH

NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY . CIARA WORKS WITH

VARIOUS PRINTMAKING TECHNIQUES, PHOTOGRAPHY AND

THE AIM OF CIARAõSWORK IS TO BRING THE SUBLIME

QUALITIES THAT OCCUPIES THE BOG, ALMOST LIKE A

CLASSICAL ROMANTIC PAINTING AND TRY BRING THIS
BEAUTY INTO A CONTEMPORARY ENVIRONMENT . FROM HER

EXPLORATION INTO THE LAND, THE DELICACY WITHIN

THE BOG IS AN ELEMENT THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT IN HER

WORK . AS THE BOG IS A VAST, LIMITLESS AND

MONUMENTAL ENVIRONMENT, A PANORAMIC SCENE THAT

CAPTURE THE LIGHT, THE TRANQUILLITY, THE MYSTERY

AND THE VASTNESS OF THE BOG

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

TALLANN MAGUIRE IS A MATHEMATICS AND MUSIC

SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHER LIVING IN DUBLIN CITY .

HE COMPLETED HIS BA IN MATHEMATICS AND MUSIC IN

2020 AND IS CURRENTLY IN HIS FINAL YEAR OF THE

PROFESSIONAL MASTERS OF EDUCATION AT UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE DUBLIN . AS A MUSICIAN, TALLANN HAS PERFORMED IN THE

NATIONAL CONCERT HALL AS A BARITONE SINGER

WITH UCDõSPHILHARMONIC CHOIR AND AS A BASS

GUITARIST WITH UCDõSJAZZ SOCIETY . HE WAS ALSO A PART OF

THE IRISH YOUTH MUSIC AWARDS FOR SONG
WRITING REPRESENTING COUNTY GALWAY (HIS HOME

COUNTY) .DRAWING FROM TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC ,

ROMANTIC PERIOD SYMPHONIC WORKS, AND INDUSTRIAL

NEO -NOIR HIP -HOP , TALLANN HAS COMPOSED SEVERAL

PIECES THAT AIM TO RESPOND TO THE ART CREATED BY

THE TALENTED INDIVIDUALS AT NCAD .
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CARRIE ANNE IS AN ARTIST BASED IN CO. KILDARE .

WORKING PRIMARILY WITHIN SCREEN PRINTING, CARRIEõS

WORK BATTLES THE CURRENT SOCIAL ETHICAL

ISSUES THROUGH THE LENS OF A MILLENNIAL SENSE OF

HUMOUR . CARRIE PREVIOUSLY GRADUATED WITH A HONOURS

BACHELORS DEGREEE IN FINE ART WITH PRINTMAKING

FROM THE CRAWFORD COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN,

CORK ALONG WITH EXHIBITING BOTH NATIONALLY AND

INTERNATIONALLY WITH HER ARRAY OF HAND PULLED SCREEN

PRINTED POSTERS AND WALLPAPERS . CURRENTLY CARRIE -

ANNE IS UNDERTAKING THE PROFESSIONAL MASTER OF
EDUCATION AT THE NATIONAL COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN
WITH HOPES TO CONTINUE EXHIBITING HER WORK ALONGSIDE

PASSING ON HER OWN GATHERED KNOWLEDGE
TO THE FOLLOWING GENERATIONS OF YOUNG ARTISTS .

_____________________________________________________________________

CIARA MCELEARNEY

TALLANN MAGUIRE

CARRIE -ANNE CHANNON

JESS NEVILLE
______________________________________________________________

JESS IS A GRAPHIC DESIGNER, ILLUSTRATOR AND

EDUCATOR BASED IN DUBLIN . GRADUATING FROM NCAD WITH A

BA (HONS) IN VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND A MASTERS

DEGREE IN ART IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD .
HER WORK EMPLOYS A VARIETY OF MEDIUMS SUCH AS PAINT ,

PHOTOGRAPHY AND GRAPHIC DESIGN . SHE EXPLORES

CONCEPTS SUCH AS GENDER EQUALITY, RACIAL INJUS TICE AND

POLITICAL ACTIVISM . JESSICA EXHIBITED WORKS AT THE

NCAD GALLERY SHOW ôARELUCTANT MIRAGE õ,WHICH
FOCUSED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF MUSIC IN SOCIAL AND CULTURAL

CHANGE . COMBINING MUSIC AND ART IN A SERIES OF

POSTERS AND A PODCAST. JESSICA IS CURRENTLY COMPLETING

THE PME COURSE AT THE NATIONAL COLLEGE OF ART

AND DESIGN, AIMING TO ENCOURAGE YOUNG MINDS TO ENGAGE

IN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL DISCOURSE THROUGH

ART AND DESIGN .

_____________________________________________________________________
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OUR JOURNEY BEGAN WITH A DISCUSSION ON 

OUR PERSONAL RESPONSE 

TO THE GIVEN BRIEF

A MOMENT IN TIME
FROM THIS WE INVESTIGATED OUR WORK &

FOUND SIMILARITIES IN RELATION 

TO THE LAND
A NEW APPRECIATION FOR OUR 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

& A DETERMINATION FOR 

CHANGE
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COLLABORATION_______________________________

THE CHANGE LAB HAS GIVEN US THE TIME AND 

THE SPACE TO GO BACK TO OUR ROOTS AND 

EMERGE OURSELVES AS ARTISTS & DESIGNERS.

WE WORKED COLLECTIVELY BY COMBINING 

ALL OUR SKILL SETS TO CREATE A COHESIVE 

ART PIECE WITH A MIXTURE OF FINE ART & 

DESIGN PRACTICES. 

UCD COLLABORATION_____________________________

òMY WORK HAS THE SAME STRUCTURE AS THE TRADITIONAL IRISH SONG 

ôTRASNA NA DTONNTAõ (ACROSS THE WAVES). TRASNA NA DTONNTA IS 

UPBEAT, OFTEN TAUGHT TO SCHOOL CHILDREN, AND THE JOYFUL MELODY 

IS FULL OF HOPE. MY PIECE IS COMPLETELY AT ODDS TO THIS AS WHILE 

IõVE KEPT THE STRUCTURE AND TIME SIGNATURE THE LACK OF MELODY 

AND SHIFT TO THE SUPERTONIC MINOR GIVES AN UNWELCOME FEELING.

THE ORCHESTRAL ARRANGEMENT IS NATURALISTIC, DRIVING WIND 

SECTIONS WITH STRONG RHYTHMS COMING IN TOWARDS THE END OF THE 

PIECE, YET THE HARMONY IS UNNATURAL. HARMONIC CADENCES ARE 

DIFFICULT TO PARSE AND THE MELODY THAT WAS HELD IN THE VIOLINS IS 

DROPPED AS THE PIECE SWELLS. THIS MELODY, THAT SHOULD 

TRIUMPHANTLY SOAR ABOVE THE ENTIRE ORCHESTRA, IS NOWHERE TO BE 

FOUNDó

TALLANN MAGUIRE, UCD

WE ALSO COLLABORATED WITH A UCD MUSIC STUDENT, 

TALLANN MAGUIRE WHO RESPONDED TO OUR WORK BY 

CREATING A MUSICAL PIECE.



BORD NA MONA 

& THE BOGS
BORD NA MONA , A SEMI STATE COMPANY HAS 

PROVIDED HEAT TO HOMES, JOBS

TO COMMUNIEITES  AND ALTERNATIVE 
FUEL METHODS TO  A NATION.

BNM HOLDS A HIGHLY REGARDED REPUTATION ACROSS

IRELAND HOWEVER FROM LOCAL RESEARCH WE HAD

FOUND THAT WITHIN THE MIDLAND BOGLANDS

COMMUNITIES WERE PETITIOING BORD NA MONAõSLATEST

INNOVATION IN INSTALLING WINDMILLS .

THE IRISH BOGLANDS ARE A LANDSCAEPE OF

TRANQUILTY, MYSTERY AND CULTUREAL VALUE .
OUR ROOTS AND HERITAGE DERVIVE DIRECTLY FORM THESE BOGS, WITHOUT

WHICH WE COULD HAVE NO C OMON CULTURAL IDENTITY .

THE HARVESTING OF PEAT BOGS DISTRUPTS

THE SELF SUSTAINABLE ECO SYSTEM IN PLACE AND CONTINUOUS

REMOVAL OF PEAT AND WATER IN THE LAND CAUSES BOGS TO BECOME

INACTIVE LEADING TO A PERMENTANT SUSPENSION

OF HARVESTING, ECO LIFE AND A DEMOLISHMENT OF

A LIVING HISTORY LEFT BEHIND .

IN 2018 BORD NA MONA STATED THAT THEY HAD

PERMENENTLY SUSPENDED PEAT HARVESTING

AND INITIATED A PLAN TO BECOME MORE ECO AWARE,

SUSTAINABLE AND TO GIVE BACK TO THE

ENVIROMENT FROM WHICH IT TOOK SO MUCH .

THEY INSTATED A PLAN TO RE WET 12 BOGS, HOWEVER FROM

RESEARCH WE HAD FOUND THAT THESE 12

BOGS WERE INACTIVE AND COULD NOT BE
PHYSICALLY RE WET .

ANY IMPLEMENTATION OF WINDMILLS FOR SUSTAINABLE

ENERGY CAUSES DAMAGE TO THE LAND ITSELF AND TO THE

WILDLIFE WITHIN IT .
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POLICY__________

PRACTICE

__________

THE CIRCLE OF CONTRADICTION TIMELINE_____________________________________________



__________________________________________
OUR ARTISTIC INSPIRATION CAME FROM A RANGE

OF TRADITIONAL FINE ARTSISTS WHO WORK WITH

THE BOGLANDS AND ITS MATERIALS TO

CONTEMPORARY TYPOGRAPHERS
AND DESIGNERS . WE TOOK INSPIRATION FROM

AER LINGUS HAND PRINTED POSTERS PRINTED AT

ORMOND PRESS FROM THE 1940S ALONG WITH

VIEWING CURRENT TYPOGRAPHIAL EXHIBITIONS LIVE

AT THE NATIONAL PRINT MUSEUM .
OUR THREE MAIN INSPIRATIONS IN TERMS OF OUR

POSTER DESIGN CAME FROM CHRISTOPHER

WOOL , TOBAIS FRERE -JONES AND MARTIN DE

PORRES WRIGHT .

_____________________________________________________________

CHRISTOPHER WOOL IS A FINE ART PAINTER WHO 

WORKS WITH TYPOGRAPHY TO CREATE ART THAT IS 

BOTH INTENSE AND REFLECTIVE, DEEP BUT ALSO 

SHALLOW.

òWITH THE PAINTING THE INSPIRATION COMES FROM 

THE PROCESS OF THE WORK ITSELF, LIKE MUSIC 

MAKING THE WORK IS AN EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE. 

ITõS A VISUAL LANGUAGE AND ITõS ALMOST 

IMPOSSIBLE TO PUT WORDS TO ITó

WE TOOK INFLUENCE FROM WOOLS WORK IN TERMS OF 

TYPOGRAPHICAL LAYOUT, WITH SCENTENCES RUNNIG 

ONE TO THE NEXT WE WANTED TO INCLUDE SOMETHING 

LIKE THIS 

FRERE -JONES IS A TYPOGRAPHY DESIGNER WHO 

CREATES HIGHLY EXPRESSIVE TYPE FACES THAT 

PUSH A MOOD OR FEELING PURELY THROUGH ITS 

AESTHETIC.

ô I THINK OF A TYPEFACES DESIGN AS BEING LESS 

ABOUT THE SPECIFIC LETTERS. ITS MORE ABOUT THE 

THEME THAT RUNS THROUGH ALL OF THE SHAPES, 

THE KIND OF STRATEGY THAT HELPS THEM TO WORK 

TOGETHER.

DE PORES WRIGHT WORKS DIRECTLY 

WITH MATERIAL COLLECTED IN THE 

IRISH BOGLAND AND IS PHYSICALLY 

EMBEDDED INTO THE ARTWORK ITSELF. 

DE PORRES WRIGHTS WORK RELATES TO 

OUR PROJECT AS IT VALUES THE LAND, 

THE HERITAGE AND THE CULTURE THAT 

SURROUNDS US . WE TOOK DIRECT 

INFLUNENCE FROM HIS GRINDING OF 

THE NATURAL RESOURCE IN OUR 

PERAT CEIRCLE OF CONTRADICTION  

CHRISTOPHER WOOL

MARTIN 

DE PORRES WRIGHT

TOBAIS FRERE -JONES

ARTIST

RESEARCH



TYPEFACE
WE DECIDED THAT WE WANTED TO USE HEAVY 

TEXT WITH HUMOROUS UNDERTONES 

THAT HAS A CONNECTION 
TO OUR HISTORY AND HERITAGE.
WE EMPLOYED VINTAGE IRISH ADVERTISMENTS 

AND GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS. AS A RESULT 

WE INCORPORATED CENTURY SCHOOLBOOK
AS IT WAS A PERFECT COMBINATION OF ALL STYLES.

COLOUR SCHEME

LOOKING AT OLD IRISH DOCUMENTS AND POSTERS FROM NIVAL AS A 

SOURCE OF INSPIRATION FOR TYPEFACE & COLOUR SCHEMES

_______________________________

INITIALLY WE LOOKED AT 
MUTED & NEUTRAL TONES

WITH A POP OF COLOUR. 
IN THE FINAL DESIGN WE CHOSE 

EARTHY TONES WITH BLACK 
GRAPHIC IMAGERY AND BOLD TEXT.

GILL SANS VARVARA AON CARI CELTICEagle

__________________
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